POSITIONING YOURSELF FOR ACHIEVEMENT
Achievement does not happen by luck or happenstance. There are basic principles that underlie achievement. We can improve the odds against us in the journey to achievement by positioning ourselves well. Wise people position themselves in a way that enhances their chances of success.
To make chastity your goal but making viewing pornography your hobby is to badly position yourself. To make academic excellence your goal, you need to position yourself well by attending a good school and to have serious and studious students as your friends.

We can all position ourselves for achievement by practicing the principles enumerated in this message.
FREEDOM FROM INIQUITY

Proverbs 14:34; 28:13; Isaiah 59:1,2; 2 Chronicles 26:5; 1 John 3:2; John 15:5; Psalm 35:27; Luke 18:13; Galatians 5:19-21; Matthew 6:33
Promotion and success comes from God alone (Psalm 75:6,7). As long as we serve the Lord, we are bound to prosper (2 Chronicles 26:5; 1 John 3:2; John 15:5; Psalm 35:27).

Righteousness brings exaltation and honour. Sin degrades, downgrades and demotes (Proverbs 14:34; 28:13; Matthew 6:33). Sin cuts off divine help from us (Isaiah 59:1,2).

The smartest thing we can do to position ourselves for achievement is to depart from iniquity. Sin has a way of wasting our talents, sapping our strength, destroying our focus. It will always deprive us of reaching our full potential.

Iniquity can truncate our destiny and cut short our achievement. Scriptural examples include Samson, Esau, Balaam and Saul, the first king of Israel.

FAITH AND INSPIRATION

3 John 2; Hebrews 6:12-15; 11:1-40; Genesis 26:22; Deuteronomy 28:1-13; Judges 8:1-5; Joshua 13:1,2; Acts 4:19,20
Faith enables us to inherit the promise of prosperity and progress (3 John 2; Hebrews 6:12-15). The heroes and the heroines of faith accomplished tremendous feats by faith (Hebrews 11:1-40).
We need to believe that the Lord has made room for us to prosper in the place where we are (Genesis 26:22; Deuteronomy 28:1-13).

We need to be inspired to pursue achievement. Inspiration lightens the load, causes a fire to spark within our soul, instils within us the energy to pursue and creates a motivation to reach for the greatest heights.
Although Gideon and his team were very tired, yet their faith for victory and inspiration for dominion and conquest kept them going and surging forward (Judges 8:1-5). Those who are inspired march forward even in the face of danger. Like Martin Luther King, they always have a dream (Joshua 13:1,2; Acts 4:19,20).
FOCUS AND INTEREST

1 Kings 20:39-44; Philippians 3:13,14; Luke 10:42; 19:10; John 6:12-15; Matthew 1:21; Nehemiah 6:1-15
We are not called to do everything on the earth. We are called to do a few things well. Achievement calls for focusing on a few things.

Rather than dissipating our energy in a thousand channels, we can concentrate it in one channel. Rather than creating a thousand insignificant trickles, we can create one powerful flood. This is the power of focus.

We cannot afford to be busy here and there doing things of no consequence (1 Kings 20:39-44), we must choose and focus on the one essential thing (Philippians 3:13,14; Luke 10:42).

It is easy to retain information or learn new material in areas of interest to us. Cultivating a strong interest and maintaining focus is one of the pillars of achievement.

FERVENCY AND INDUSTRY

Nehemiah 4:6; Romans 12:11; Proverbs 13:11,4; 10:4; 12:24; 21:5; 1 Corinthians 9:6-9; 2 Corinthians 9:8,9
Success is never the outcome of luck, it is the culmination of a life of diligence. Luck has been defined as when preparation meets opportunity. An unprepared, untrained person cannot fill the post of a pilot even if he is promised a million dollars in salary right away!

God expects us to count the cost but get down to business (Luke 14:28-33; Romans 12:11). Gathering by labour always results in increase and progress all things being equal (Proverbs 13:11,4; 10:4; 12:24; 21:5).

The harvest is always proportional to the sowing and is always in kind. To sow little is to reap little. To sow much is to reap much. Little effort results in little progress. Massive effort will lead to great achievement (1 Corinthians 9:6-9). To sow laziness is to reap failure. To sow diligence is to reap success (Galatians 6:6-10; Hosea 8:7; 10:12-13).

FORESIGHT AND INSIGHT

Deuteronomy 4:32; 13:!4; 32:7; Joshua 4:6,21; John 5:39; Matthew 19:4; Proverbs 22:3; 14:15,18; 27:12
We cannot reverse the past but we can learn from it. We can also learn from the experiences of others. Only fools learn from their own experiences only.
History is a study of the past. It is very evident that many people have only gained hindsight from history judging by the way they live. However, when history is properly read, studied and analysed, it gives us both hindsight and insight and these help us to develop foresight.

We are therefore enabled to plan better strategies for the future, avoid the mistakes of the past and improve our present and future performance (Proverbs 22:3; 14:15,18; 27:12).

We can learn from history by observing, asking those who know, reading and studying written records (Deuteronomy 4:32; 13:!4; 32:7; Joshua 4:6,21; John 5:39; Matthew 19:4).

Those who refuse to learn from history are doomed to forever be repeating the mistakes of history.

	The greatest lesson that we learn from studying history is that men have not learnt from history

George Santayana


