HEDGING YOUR MINISTRY AGAINST IMMORALITY

Many promising ministers have been reduced to nothing because of immorality and many ministries that could have made significant impact in the world have been rocked and ruined by immorality.

It is paramount that we hedge our life and ministry against immorality. This calls for INTENTIONAL action(s). Keeping our garments unspotted does not come automatically. Remaining pure and undefiled can never be achieved with a passive stance (James 1:27; Psalm 119:1).
PRAYERFUL RESTORATION AND DEVOTION

1 Kings 19:1-21; Psalm 23:3; Hebrews 4:16; Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12,13; 11:1; Matthew 14:23; 26:36-44; John 8:1,2; 18:1,2
Ministry saps energy – spiritual and physical – leading to exhaustion. Periods of exhaustion are periods when we are vulnerable to all sorts of temptation. Spiritual threats that could have been easily overcome at other times when we are fresh become overpowering in times of exhaustion. This was Elijah’s experience (1 Kings 19:1-4). Mount Horeb provided Elijah with divine assurance, fresh anointing and vision (1 Kings 19:10-17).
This is where our devotion becomes very important. It helps to strengthen the soul and restore the spirit to the cutting edge of spiritual sensitivity and grace. This was the secret of our Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12,13; 11:1; Matthew 14:23; 26:36-44; John 8:1,2; 18:1,2).
It is difficult to fall into immorality at the height of grace and renewal. It is very easy to fall when the soul is empty and all spiritual resistance is drained.
Prayerful restoration of the soul to the place of fullness and freshness is our first weapon in the fight against immorality (Psalm 23:3; Hebrews 4:16).

When the soul is renewed, our relationships with God, our spouses and all those around us will be as they ought to be. This leaves no room for the Devil to trespass.

Is it well with your soul? For most ministers that fall into immorality, the well of quality devotion would have long dried up before the unfortunate incident of the fall. A lot of debris and carcases would have gradually been filling the well.

PERSONAL RESOLVE AND DECISION

Job 31:1; Proverbs 6:25; Matthew 5:28; Genesis 39:7-20; 2 Samuel 11:1-5; 1 Kings 11:1-11; Judges 14:1-3; 16:1-4
Job made a covenant with his eyes vowing not to lust after women or take advantage of a virgin (Job 31:1). Compare David with Job and Joseph (2 Samuel 11:1-5; Job 31:1; Genesis 39:7-20). If it was David that Portiphar’s wife put pressure on, what were his chances of standing? David was even the one that put pressure on Bathsheba.
Hiding fire in your bosom will burn you. Lusting after women will drown the soul in perdition (Proverbs 6:25; Matthew 5:28).

It was Joseph’s personal resolve and decision not to commit immorality that helped him maintain his resistance as Portiphar’s wife increased the pressure day after day (Genesis 39:7-20).

Lack of personal resolve and a solid decision will make a person to break down and give way at the first onslaught of satanic temptation and pressure. This was primarily part of the problem with David, Solomon and Samson (2 Samuel 11:1-5; 1 Kings 11:1-11; Judges 14:1-3; 16:1-4).
PRACTICAL RESTRAINT AND DISCIPLINE

1 Corinthians 9:27; 7:1,2; Job 31:1; 1 Kings 11:1-11; Nehemiah 13:26; Judges 14:1-3; 16:1-4; 2 Samuel 11:1-5
There is no substitute for restrain and discipline. Grace, power and anointing are no substitutes. Even wisdom is no substitute!

Samson though mightily anointed fell into immorality partly because he exercised no practical restraint and discipline. He couldn’t restrain himself from marrying a Philistine. He couldn’t restrain himself from visiting the red light district in Gaza and ultimately fell to his destruction on the laps of Delilah. His undue and insatiable appetite for strange women and his lack of moral restraint and discipline were his undoing (Judges 14:1-3; 16:1-4).
Solomon was wise but for lack of restraint and discipline, he multiplied wives and concubines. Solomon had eyes and plan for every new lady arrival. The outlandish women caused him to go astray (1 Kings 11:1-11; Nehemiah 13:26).

David was a man after God’s heart yet his lack of restraint and discipline led him to multiply wives and eventually fell into immorality with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:1-5).

Practical restraint and discipline will help us to keep our body under (1 Corinthians 9:27). Ordinarily touching women has the potential to inflame (1 Corinthians 7:1,2).

Some ministers dig their own graves by their so-called “welcoming” attitude in ministry – they kiss, hold tight and hug every woman. The Devil capitalises on this and sets them up for a fall.
PROTECTIVE RESTRUCTURING AND DESIGN

Proverbs 22:3; 27:12; 1 Samuel 12:2-4; Hebrews 13:18; 2 Corinthians 8:20,21; 4:1,2; James 1:14,15
There are some protective steps we can also take to minimize the incidence of temptation and the potential for a fall into immorality. A wise man foresees the evil and hides himself (Proverbs 22:3; 27:12).

Restructure your ministry in such a way that makes the tendency towards immorality difficult. Proper christian dressing minimises the incidence of lusting. Open plan designs hinders the execution of immoral practices (James 1:14,15). Design sin-bursting structures. Reorganise yourself for transparency, accountability and openness (1 Samuel 12:2-4; Hebrews 13:18; 2 Corinthians 8:20,21; 4:1,2).

Receive women only when your wife is at home. Don’t counsel the opposite sex behind closed doors. Harry Truman’s “Open Door Policy” would have saved the day for Bill Clinton if he had adopted the same policy. Harry Truman was the president of USA 1940-44 and 1948-52).
