FAITH UNDER FIRE

Daniel 3:1-30
Satan is the believer’s public enemy number one and he hates to see dynamic faith and allegiance to God. Satan’s aim is to destroy the faith of people as well as their lives. He orchestrates events in such a way as to put that faith under fire – fiery persecution, false accusation, undue pressure, etc.

Many believers in the Bible had their faith put under fire but the Lord supported them and they survived the onslaught of the Devil and triumphed. The same God is still our God. He will support us and our faith will triumph and become refined and strengthened as it emerges from the enemy’s fire.
TOWERING ACCUSATION OF ENVIOUS FOES

Daniel 3:1-15; 6:1-28; Genesis 39:10-23; James 3:5-8; Revelation 12:10; Job 1:6-22; 2:1-7; Zechariah 3:1-5; Nehemiah 6:5-8
Inflammatory accusation from the enemies of these Jews threw the king into a fury and a rage. They said that some Jews the king appointed over the affairs of the kingdom have no respect or regard for him and treat his commandments and edicts with levity. Such remarks can only enrage and infuriate and it did (Daniel 3:1-15). Daniel’s envious foes also schemed to have him trapped and destroyed (Daniel 6:1-28).
They were accused because of their faith, their allegiance to the God of Israel was called into question. It was faith under fire – the fire of the tongue. The tongue indeed is a world of iniquity that can kindle great fires (James 3:5-8). Envy and jealousy can move people to unjust and false accusations.
Why does the accusation of the enemy sometimes seems to tower above reason? Consider the accusation of Portiphar’s wife against Joseph (Genesis 39:10-23).
The Devil is the ultimate accuser of the brethren. He is the mastermind behind every destructive fire directed at our faith (Revelation 12:10; Job 1:6-22; 2:1-7; Zechariah 3:1-5; Nehemiah 6:5-8).
TERRIFYING APPROACH OF THE ENEMY’S FIRE

Daniel 3:13-20; 1 Kings 22:7-28; Acts 4:18-21; 5:18,40,41; 8:1; 9:1-5; 12:1-11; Genesis 39:13-23
The Jews were allowed to defend themselves. However, they told the king that with all due respect, they cannot worship his idol on grounds of personal conviction. They are therefore prepared to face whatever consequences might the king might deem fit.
The king had the fiery furnace heated up further to make the punishment harsher and more fiery. It was faith under fire indeed.

Do we buckle under pressure or will our faith survive under the enemy’s fire? Do we cringe and compromise as the enemy’s fire approach or do we remain true to the God of heaven under intense persecution? (1 Kings 22:7-28; Acts 4:18-21; 5:18,40,41; 8:1; 9:1-5; 12:1-11; Genesis 39:13-23).
They stood true to their conviction and were eventually cast into Nebuchadnezzar’s burning fiery furnace.

TIMELY ASSISTANCE FROM THE ETERNAL FATHER

Daniel 3:19-26; 6:21-23; 1 Kings 19:1-4; 2 Chronicles 32:1-22; 20:1-25; Psalm 121:4,5; 46:1-3; John 11:21,32; Acts 12:1-12.
The heat was so much that those who threw the Jews into the furnace were slain by the heat. The Jews were bound and thrown into the furnace as they were – coats, hats, etc.
However for the Jews, there was timely assistance from the eternal Father. Heaven sent help (Daniel 3:19-26; 6:21-23).

When you face the enemy’s new aggression, there will be a new assistance from the Father (1 Kings 19:1-4; 2 Chronicles 32:1-22; 20:1-25). When the earth condemns and persecutes you, heaven will commend and preserve you (Acts 12:1-12).

He that keeps Israel does not sleep or slumber. He is ever awake and sees your plight (Psalm 121:4,5). God is never late. He is a very present help in the time of trouble (Psalm 46:1-3; John 11:21,32).

TURN AROUND AND ELEVATING FAVOUR

Daniel 3:27-30; 6:24-28; 1 Samuel 1:6,7,26-28; 26:9,10; Exodus 3:7-10; 12:1-42; Acts 9:1-5,31
God preserved the Jews in the fire. When they came out, the king made a decree to establish the priority of divine worship and they were promoted (Daniel 3:27-30). Daniel’s persecution led to promotion as well (Daniel 6:24-28).
When your faith is under fire, expect a miraculous turn around and look forward to enjoying elevating favour.
Our tests will become testimonies. Every trial will turn to triumph. The enemy’s planned mess will become the elect’s proclaimed message.

Hannah’s faith may be under Peninah’s fire but Samuel is on the way (1 Samuel 1:6,7,26-28). David’s faith may be under Saul’s fiery fire, but the throne is getting closer with every chase (1 Samuel 26:9,10).

Israel’s faith may be under fire in Egypt, but the Exodus is just around the corner (Exodus 3:7-10; 12:1-42).

The New Testament church may be under the fire of Saul of Tarsus, but peace and rest are on the way (Acts 9:1-5,31).

