EXPERIENCING UNSTOPPABLE PROGRESS
Ezra and others started the rebuilding of the temple after the exile. They experienced some progress but they were stopped in their tracks (Ezra 4:1,23,24). However, when Zerubbabel was to recommence rebuilding the temple, despite the challenges he faced, God assured him that he will finish what he has started, every mountain facing him will become a plain – in plain language, he was to experience unstoppable progress (Zechariah 4:6-10). 

When Nehemiah rebuilt the broken walls of Jerusalem, although the task was mammoth and the challenges formidable, he finished it in record time – he experienced unstoppable progress (Nehemiah 2:17-20; 4:1-6; 6:15).
Many people have experienced progress in their lives one time or the other, they have experienced progress in spurts and starts, irregular, unpredictable, unsustainable manner.

However, the Lord is assuring us that we can experience unstoppable, sustainable, predictable, regular progress irrespective of the challenges that we face.

PULLING DOWN WICKED STRONGHOLDS

2 Corinthians 10:3-7; Matthew 12:29; Luke 11:21,22; Joshua 11:1-12; 6:1-20; 3:1-4:1; 1 Samuel 17:45-52; Exodus 14:14-26; Daniel 10:12-14.
Is it any wonder that Nehemiah experienced unstoppable progress when we consider that the foundation of the project was laid in prayer and fasting and the whole project was constantly bathed in prayer? (Nehemiah 1:1-11; 2:4; 4:16,17; 6:9).

One of the major challenges to progress is the spiritual, satanic strongholds that stand to prevent us from enjoying and experiencing our God-given privileges. We must utilise the weapons of our warfare that are not carnal but mighty through God to bind the strongman and pull down his strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-7; Matthew 12:29; Luke 11:21,22).

The strategy is always to bind the strongman before pulling down his strongholds, disarm Satan and then storm his bunker, execute Jabin the king of Hazor and then burn down his headquarters, kill Goliath and then dismantle his warfare infrastructure (Joshua 11:1-12; 1 Samuel 17:45-52).

Every Jericho wall standing between us and our inheritance, stopping us in our adventure, halting us in our progress must tumble and crumble (Joshua 6:1-20).

Every Red Sea halting our journey to freedom must part (Exodus 14:14-26). Every River Jordan at the edge of our miraculous provision and fulfilment must part for us to pass (Joshua 3:1-4:1).

Every prince of Persia that has mounted a roadblock to stop the flow of our blessings must be bound, removed from the highway of blessing so that our blessings can flow freely and unhindered (Daniel 10:12-14).

PRUDENCE IN WINNING SOULS

1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; John 20:21; Acts 1:8; Proverbs 11:30; Psalm 35:27; 1 Samuel 2:30
The Great Commission is the heartbeat of the Almighty (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; John 20:21; Acts 1:8). Winning souls is engaging in the Father’s priority and this is a wise move (Proverbs 11:30). Winning souls is favouring God’s righteous cause and this will result in our personal progress (Psalm 35:27).
When we are concerned with God’s priority, He will in return help us in our lives. If we honour God, He will honour us (1 Samuel 2:30). Supporting His church and its evangelistic outreach through the paying of our tithes is honouring God and the return honour will be on the way (Proverbs 3:9,10; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Malachi 3:8-12; Ezekiel 44:30). He that waters other souls must surely be watered himself (Proverbs 11:24-26).

The pathway of progress is the pathway of commitment to God’s work. Utilising all the waking hours selfishly in pursuit of progress does not necessarily bring progress (Psalm 127:1,2; 75:6; Zechariah 4:6; Ecclesiastes 9:11). Supporting God’s work will cause Him to also supply all our needs according to His riches (Philippians 4:11-19).
Evangelism and church planting must be a compulsory menu on our agenda if we want to experience unstoppable progress in our lives.

PLACE OF WISE STRATEGY

Mark 4:28; Isaiah 28:10; Luke 14:28-33; Ephesians 5:16; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Proverbs 10:4; 22:29; 11:14; 12:15; 15:22; 19:20,21; 20:5,18; 24:6
Progress is never delivered in a lumpy package, it is the cumulative effect of doing the right things at the right time and in the right manner. Knowledge through great teaching comes line upon line, precept upon precept (Isaiah 28:10). Growth and progress always come in stages: “first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear” (Mark 4:28).

Progress is never accidental, it must be planned for and the plans are then executed. There is a place for wise strategy in experiencing unstoppable progress:

(1) Survey the whole expanse and focus on some areas

You cannot do everything at the same time. Assess the whole expanse and focus on some areas of importance and priority.

(2) Do feasibility studies on your selected areas (Luke 14:28-33)
(3) Set long-range goals as well as short-term goals

(4) Map out detailed plans on how to achieve the goals

(5) Manage your time and “create” time to pursue your goals (Ephesians 5:16)
(6) Go after the goals – action separates wishers from achievers! (Ecclesiastes 9:10; Proverbs 10:4; 22:29)
(7) Seek counselling where necessary (Proverbs 11:14; 12:15; 15:22; 19:20,21; 20:5,18; 24:6)
PROGRESS THROUGH WONDERFUL SUPPORT

Hebrews 4:14-16; 13:5,6; Psalm 118:5,6; 60:11,12; 108:12,13; 18:29; 5:12; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Matthew 6:33; Nehemiah 2:20
We have the God of heaven as our helper and support. There is grace to help in our time of need (Hebrews 4:14-16; 13:5,6; Psalm 118:5,6; 60:11,12; 108:12,13).

God wants us to prosper and make progress (3 John 2; Psalm 35:27) and as long as we serve Him, He will make us to prosper (2 Chronicles 26:5; Matthew 6:33).

God will cause us to leap over walls and run through troops (Psalm 18:29). He will sustain us in turbulent conditions and preserve us in dangerous situations (Isaiah 43:1,2; Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 14:28-32).
He will anoint our head with oil and cause our cup to overflow (Psalm 23:1-6). He will surround us with favour and all around we will experience breakthroughs, breaking forth on the right and on the left (Psalm 5:12; 89:17; 102:13).

The God of heaven will prosper us indeed, therefore we His servants will arise and build (Nehemiah 2:20).
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