EXPERIENCING AND ENJOYING DIVINE ABUNDANCE

Experiencing and enjoying divine abundance is not as difficult and impossible as some think. However, there is a sure pathway that leads to it. The signposts are clear and if we follow them we will arrive at our destination without any hassles: Faithfulness, Foresight, Faith and Fruitfulness.
FAITHFULNESS: CREATING PLATFORM FOR ABUNDANCE

Proverbs 3:9,10; Ezekiel 44:30; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Malachi 3:8-12; Zechariah 5:1-4; Deuteronomy 28:1-14; 1 Corinthians 9:6,7; 2 Corinthians 8:9; 9:8; 1 Samuel 2:30. 
Nobody starts at zero level in life. There is a minimum endowment that God has given to all men – life, health, talents, skills, grace, opportunities, natural resources – sun, rain, good weather, etc.

When we are faithful in deploying this endowment to the glory of His name, we set ourselves up for further uplift.

When God has given us the opportunity to earn an income, faithfulness demands that we pay our tithe and give further thanksgiving offering for God’s care for us. When we do this, it creates a platform for blessing and overflowing abundance. However, if we are unfaithful, it triggers a curse and establishes a foundation for poverty and insufficiency in our lives (Proverbs 3:9,10; Ezekiel 44:30; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Malachi 3:8-12; Zechariah 5:1-4).
Appreciating the goodness of God in our lives by enriching His storehouse causes Him to enrich our storehouses all the more and make His grace to abound towards us so that we have sufficiency in all things, at all times and in every place (Deuteronomy 28:1-14; 1 Corinthians 9:6,7; 2 Corinthians 8:9; 9:8).

The steps of a good and faithful man are ordered by the Lord (Psalm 37:23). He can direct us into making the best of investments, direct us to good partners in business and give us the wisdom to prosper (James 1:5-8; 1 Samuel 2:30; 2 Samuel 22:37).

FORESIGHT: CONCERTED PLANTING FOR ABUNDANCE

Proverbs 22:3; 27:12; Isaiah 26:20; 55:10,11; Ephesians 5:15,16; Luke 16:1-10; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8; Genesis 8:22
Foresight is the ability to forecast the future and take appropriate actions that makes that future enjoyable. The foolish have no foresight, so they rush headlong into disaster but the wise plan ahead and thereby avoid trouble (Proverbs 22:3; 27:12; Isaiah 26:20).

As our families grow, we will need more resources for accommodation, education, sustenance etc. As we grow old and go past working age, our income will decline and we will need replacement income to meet our needs. Economic slump might arise and we need resources to help us navigate the difficult times. All these call for the believer to be wise and exercise prudence and foresight (Ephesians 5:15,16; Luke 16:1-10).
Farming is the oldest occupation in the world and it incorporates all the principles we need to prosper.
God has never created new food and yet the world has been sustained for thousands of years by this same initial endowment even though the world population is increasing. How has this been possible?

Sowing and reaping. Planting and harvesting. We can profit from the farmers’ wisdom:

(1) Every harvest contains the seed for the next planting season.

Every income must contain the seed of investment (Isaiah 55:10,11).
(2) Farmers preserve the cream of the harvest as seed.

Our savings must be top priority. It must be top priority in our budget.

(3) Farmers plant their seed with wisdom and in the best of places and nurture them.

We need to invest our savings with wisdom in the best of places and nurture them.

(4) Farmers plant in proportion to the expected harvest.

Our savings and investments must be in proportion to our future expectations. Sowing sparingly will lead to sparing harvest. Investing a lot will lead to mega returns (2 Corinthians 9:6-8).

(5) Farmers know that every harvest is SEED and FOOD.

Seed to the sower and then bread to the eater. It cannot all be seed because we can starve to death. It can also not all be food otherwise we jeopardise the future (Isaiah 55:10,11).

(6) It is always SEED to the sower before BREAD to the eater.

Reversing the order as bread to the eater and then seed to the sower always leaves no seed for re-planting.

(7) The seed is always smaller than the bread.
For the believer the order should be at least 10-10-80 (Tithe-Savings-Bread).

(8) The seed guarantees the future but the bread provides today’s comfort.
(9) The seed has the capacity to grow as it is planted, but the bread is eaten and it decays.

In other for us to enjoy and experience divine abundance, we must make concerted efforts to benefit from God’s natural and supernatural laws of sowing and reaping. God has declared that while the earth exits, seed time and harvest will not cease (Genesis 8:22). Don’t allow seed time and harvest to cease in your life – it is the pathway to divine abundance.

FAITH: CHRISTIAN PALLIATIVE FOR ANXIETY

Matthew 6:25-33; 1 Peter 5:7; James 5:7; 1 Corinthians 9:7-11; Ecclesiastes 11:1-6; Hebrews 6:12-15
Many believers are cumbered with fear and anxiety. Thinking about the future frightens them. However, there is no need for anxiety. Cast all your cares upon Him (Matthew 6:25-33; 1 Peter 5:7).

Creating abundance means we must be ready to take some reasonable risks. The farmer risks the possibility of his seed been eaten by birds, dug up by squirrels, burrowed through by worms. Yet he will rather sow the seed than keep it safe in his house. He sows the seed in faith and waits patiently for an harvest. God assists him in the process (James 5:7; 1 Corinthians 9:7-11).
Every seed may not germinate, but the ones that do will more than compensate for the loss. Don’t observe the winds. Don’t regard the cloud. Take intelligent, well-calculated risks (Ecclesiastes 11:1-6).

Faith and patience while the seed is growing will cause us to inherit the promises (Hebrews 6:12-15). Too many believers do not plan long term – minimum of ten years. Maize takes a few months to grow but produces fruit only once. Orange tree takes years to mature but it produces fruit forever. But growing an orange tree requires time and patience but the benefits are bigger and perpetual. Think about this!

FRUITFULNESS: CERTAIN PROSPERITY AND ABUNDANCE

Isaiah 1:19,20; Galatians 6:6-10; 3 John 2; Deuteronomy 8:18-20; Ecclesiastes 5:19,20; 2:26; Genesis 8:22
The world can never abandon farming because it is the means of our physical sustenance and the principles work.
If we follow the principles of farming and utilise the farmer’s wisdom, we are on the road to certain prosperity and abundance. We can tap into God’s abundance as we implement these principles and strategies. Wealth and abundance are meant to be our portion.
