CREATING ABUNDANCE IN CHALLENGING TIMES

Collapsing economy and dwindling opportunities are characteristic of challenging times (Habakkuk 3:17-19).

However, it is important to know that we can still create abundance in these challenging times. Many people faint and give up at such times but we shall reap in due season if we don’t faint (Galatians 6:6-9).

PARTING WITH FRUITLESS WAYS

Malachi 3:8-12; Proverbs 11:24-26; 13:11; 10:2; 16:8; 28:22,19; 21:17; Ecclesiastes 10:10; Luke 19:12-27
Many believers have tried to create abundance in prosperous times with methods that didn’t yield any results. Continuing to apply these methods in challenging times and hoping that they will yield result is not wise but foolish.

We need to part with these fruitless ways and methods:
(1) Withholding the tithe

Your resources do not increase by withholding the tithe. They actually diminish as a result of divine curse and the activity of the devourer (Malachi 3:8-12; Proverbs 11:24-26).

(2) Fraudulent ways of acquiring wealth

Fraudulent and sinful ways of acquiring wealth does not lead to lasting prosperity. Human trafficking, prostitution, narcotic trade, smuggling etc. are paths that will always end up in poverty (Proverbs 13:11; 10:2; 16:8).
(3) Fashionable but unprofitable business ventures 
Capital intensive businesses with low profit margins or risky “container business” always affected by bad credit and adverse exchange rates (Ecclesiastes 10:10).
(4) Lack of savings for investment

The farmer that refuses to preserve seed cannot blame anybody for lack of harvest. Investment comes from savings. Investment can generate returns (Proverbs 21:17). 

(5) Chasing too high risk returns 

Returns of over 30% on a continuous basis is not sustainable! The whole thing will eventually collapse. Get rich schemes will always end in tears. It is like chasing shadows. The best of companies like Coca cola, Macdonalds are happy with return on capital employed (ROCE) of even 10%. Wealth is made over time not suddenly! (Proverbs 28:22,19).
(6) Settling for zero-risk investments

Extremely low risk investments tend to preserve capital but inflation significantly erodes the purchasing power of this capital leaving us worse off in the end. Life is never without risk. Progress is made as we accept reasonable risks (Luke 19:12-27).
(7) Seeking prosperity by praying alone or tithing alone

Just as faith without works is dead, so also praying without backing it up with intelligent action will leave us in the cold. Tithing releases God’s blessing on our lives but sowing (investment) is the way to enjoy a definite harvest.
PROFITING FROM FARMERS’ WISDOM

Genesis 2:15; 8:22; James 5:7; Galatians 6:6-9; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9; Ecclesiastes 11:1-4; John 12:24,25
Farming is the oldest occupation in the world and God has put within this profession universal principles that will work for man (Genesis 2:15; 8:22).

God has not created new crops or new food since the world began. Man has preserved and multiplied the initial food supply through SOWING and REAPING and this has fed countless generations!

(1) Farmers do not give up in times of draught or crop failure

(2) Farmers change their method and always seek for improved seeds or better farming methods

(3) Difficult times call for increased investment

(4) Farmers factor in the TIME required between sowing and reaping and program accordingly (perennials, trees, etc.) (James 5:7).

(5) The best or cream of every harvest is preserved as the seed for the next planting season

(6) No matter how hard the times, the farmer never eats his seed
(7) SACRIFICE over a period of time is needed to create wealth.

	The man that uses his seed to meet his need will always be in need.
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Your seed is the LARGEST return you will ever have if you EAT it.

Your seed is the SMALLEST return you will ever have if you SOW it.

SOWING (howbeit intelligently) is the way to MULTIPLY your seed (John 12:24,25).
PARTAKING OF OUR FATHER’S WEALTH

Psalm 24:1; 115:16; Ecclesiastes 5:19; Deuteronomy 8:18-20; John 10:10; 3 John 2; 2 Corinthians 9:8; 8:9
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness of it (Psalm 24:1) but He gave it to men to explore and be enriched by it (Psalm 115:16). God gives riches and wealth and can give us the power to accumulate wealth (Ecclesiastes 5:19; Deuteronomy 8:18-20).
Creating abundance starts with the mindset that this is God’s will for us (John 10:10; 3 John 2) and that it is God that enriches us through His grace (2 Corinthians 9:8; 8:9).

Gratitude to God for His provision and honouring Him with our tithes opens the windows of heaven over our lives and shuts the door against the devourer (Malachi 3:8-12; Proverbs 3:9,10; Ezekiel 44:30).

