BIBLICAL STRATEGY FOR EXPANDED TERRITORY

Joshua 17:14-18

Although there remains much land to be possessed (Joshua 13:1), we may live in restricted quarters if we are only waiting to be handed conquered territory. Much of our potential inheritance may forever be occupied by the enemy.
However, if like Caleb we are ready to accept the challenge, if we are geared up for warfare, we can request to be given giant-infested territory. We go in, clear off the giants and inherit the land. We will not only live in a large place, we will have portions to give away (Joshua 14:11-15; 15:13-19).
Complaining about the straitness of our territory, insufficiency of our inheritance brings no tangible progress but rising up to fight will lead to increased inheritance. This is the biblical strategy for expanded territory (Deuteronomy 2:24,31-35) and Joshua illustrates the timeless principle in this text or passage.
REQUEST FOR A GREATER PORTION
Joshua 17:14,17; 2 Kings 2:9-15; 1 Chronicles 4:10; Psalm 18:36; 118:5; 31:8; 23:5; 2 Samuel 22:37; John 10:10
The children of Joseph especially Ephraim came to Joshua to request that they be given a bigger inheritance:
“Why hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I am a great people, forasmuch as the Lord hath blessed me hitherto” (Joshua 17:14).

They asserted that the lot given to them was small and Joshua agreed that they ought to have a bigger inheritance (Joshua 17:17).

Without being jealous of what has been allocated to others, we can still make request for our own. This request was the request of a great people. It was a request for a greater portion.

Contentment is a great virtue but it does not have to be at odds with godly aspiration. We are grateful for God’s provision in our lives but we’re believing God for better days ahead.

Too many of God’s children are satisfied with life’s small offering. How many in the number are still crying with Jabez “enlarge my coast”? (1 Chronicles 4:10; Psalm 18:36; 118:5; 31:8; 2 Samuel 22:37).

How many are seeking for the abundant life that Christ promised? (John 10:10). How many will not rest content until their cup is full and running over (Psalm 23:5).
Elisha requested for the double portion of Elijah’s endowment through a hard thing (2 Kings 2:9,10).

RESPONSE OF A GREAT PASTOR
Joshua 17:15; Isaiah 54:2,3; 5:13; 2 Kings 6:1-7; Deuteronomy 2:24,31-35; Jeremiah 3:15; Hosea 4:6
The request for a greater portion was met by a positive response from a great pastor. Joshua was the spiritual leader over this people (Joshua 1:1-8).

Joshua didn’t rebuke the children of Joseph for covetousness or lack of commitment. He welcomed their request but gave them the strategy of how to expand their lot and increase their inheritance.

The children of Joseph had earlier declared “I am a great people” (verse 14), now Joshua capitalized on their perception of themselves and said “If thou be a great people” to address them.

Great people do not sit idle expecting others to do the donkey job for them. They get out to work out the details. 

“If thou be a great people, THEN GET THEE UP … AND CUT DOWN FOR THYSELF THERE …” (verse 15).

Joshua agreed with them that they were a great people – what a positive affirmation! They could take over more territory as they wish. He allocated them more land but they need to fight to possess it. There is no easy and cheap handout, it has to be a hard fight for quality territory (Joshua 17:15).

It is your responsibility to enlarge your territory (Isaiah 54:2,3; 2 Kings 6:1-7). It is your responsibility to fight for every portion of the desired territory (Deuteronomy 2:24,31-35).

RECOILING OF A GREAT PEOPLE

Joshua 17:16; 2 Samuel 23:9-12; Numbers 13:13-33; 14:1-10; 1 Samuel 11:1-15; Proverbs 28:1; Nehemiah 6:10-15
The children of Joseph were expecting to be given more of the conquered territory as the requested addition but were disappointed that the leader had challenged them to rise up and fight for more.

While still emphasising that their inheritance was not enough for them, they now gave excuse why they couldn’t implement Joshua’s strategy.

“and ALL the Canaanites that dwell in the land of the valley HAVE CHARIOTS OF IRON, BOTH they who are of Bethshean and her towns, and they who are of the valley of Jezreel” (Joshua 17:16).

They tried to shoot down Joshua’s proposed strategy by affirming that these Canaanites have chariots of iron and walled cities. This will prevent us from making any effort to rise up and expand our inheritance and enlarge our coast.

REAFFIRMATION OF THEIR GREAT POWER
Joshua 17:17,18; Philemon 21; Hebrews 6:9; Galatians 4:15; Job 1:1-15; Numbers 23:24; Genesis 49:22-26
Joshua was not a leader that will easily buy into that excuse. He reaffirmed their greatness. He told them that they are a great people and that they had great power and that they will be able to drive out the Canaanites:

“Thou art a great people, AND HAST GREAT POWER: thou shalt not have one lot only: … For thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, THOUGH THEY HAVE IRON CHARIOTS, and though they be strong” (Joshua 17:17,18).

What a positive way to lead people, to boost their confidence, to challenge them to rise up to greatness. Rise up and exercise your prowess, passion and power. Get out, fight and possess. You are a great people. You are able!

This should always be the pattern of good leadership (Philemon 21; Hebrews 6:9; Galatians 4:15).
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