BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR CHRISTIAN DRESSING

Genesis 3:7, 21

The subject of Christian dressing has caused a lot of confusion in many Christian circles. Although it does not occupy a major position like the doctrine of salvation, yet it is nevertheless important in God’s sight.

The pastor is not meant to be a congregational tailor and yet he can not be indifferent to the comportment of the sheep under his care. God expects him to teach the biblical principles concerning Christian dressing.

Our clothes are closely tied to our identity (Proverbs 7:10-27; Exodus 2:17-19). It has been well said that “the way you are DRESSED is the way that you will be ADDRESSED”. Many instances of mistaken identity relates to incorrect and inappropriate dressing.
FIRST INSTANCE OF HUMAN DRESSING
Genesis 3:7,8; 38:14-23; 2 Kings 9:30; Isaiah 3:16-26; Proverbs 7:10-27; Habakkuk 2:15,16; Luke 8:27,35
Before the fall of man, the glory of God overshadowed Adam and Eve. Although both were naked yet they were not ashamed (Genesis 2:25).

Following the fall of man, this glory of God was taken away (withdrawn) and they saw their nakedness and shame entered into the human condition (Genesis 3:7,10).

Adam and Eve decided to cover their nakedness and hide their shame. They sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons. This is the first instance of human dressing (Genesis 3:7,8). Our clothes can be sensual and defiling like the attire of an harlot or sober and dignifying like that of a saint (Genesis 38:14-23; Proverbs 7:10-27; 2 Kings 9:30).
FULL INSIGHT FROM HEAVEN’S DISAPPROVAL

Genesis 3:7,21; 1 Corinthians 6:20; Romans 12:1,2; 1 Peter 3:1-6; 1 Timothy 2:9,10; 2 Kings 9:30
Adam and Eve were now conscious of their physical nakedness and they therefore decided to cover this physical nakedness.

God disapproved of their perspective. They were not just physically naked, they were both spiritually and physically naked. They were FIRST spiritually naked and then SECONDLY physically naked.

There is no way that man could appropriately cover his physical nakedness when his spiritual nakedness has not been covered.

The spiritual nakedness takes first priority. It is important that sin be covered but by who? If man covers the sin, it will not be covered and those sins will find the person out (Proverbs 28:13; Numbers 32:23; 2 Samuel 12:1-7).
It takes God to cover our sins and spiritual nakedness (Psalm 32:1-5; Romans 4:6-8; Revelation 3:17,18).
God killed an animal and shed the blood to atone for the sins of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21). Forgiveness is through the shed blood (Leviticus 17:11; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:22).
Pointing out a person’s error is good. Going further to show him the right way is better. God did not just disapprove of Adam and Eve’s clothing, He showed them the perfect pattern in a practical way.

Inward adornment must come before outward adornment. However genuine grace in the heart will show up in godly dressing. It is impossible to be of a meek and humble spirit like the daughter of Sarah but to dress in an arrogant, worldly way like the daughter of Jezebel (1 Peter 3:1-6; 1 Timothy 2:9,10; 2 Kings 9:30). We are to glorify God in our body and in our spirit which ARE God’s (1 Corinthians 6:20).

FAR-REACHING INSPIRATION FROM HEAVEN’S DESIGN
Genesis 3:21; 2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 John 2:6; Colossians 2:6; 1 Pete 1:14-16; Luke 5:36-39; 8:27,35
Following the covering of spiritual nakedness, God now used the hide of the animal to make coats for Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21). This is in sharp contrast to the aprons made of fig leaves!
Aprons made of fig leaves will by nature expose nakedness because of the unavoidable holes. Coats made of animal hide is thick enough to prevent transparent exposure of the body. Tight fitting, shape revealing, skimpy dressing is not decent for the believer. Nakedness is an evidence of acute insanity (Luke 8:27,35).
A new man requires a new dressing. Spiritual transformation should lead to physical reformation. This is always the scriptural order. A new wine must be put in a new wineskin for a winning outcome (Luke 5:36-39).
We need to be inspired by God’s design, principle and method. Instructing a sinner on christian/godly dressing is like throwing pearls to swine (Matthew 7:6).
New lifestyle should be the consequence of a new life (2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 John 2:6; Colossians 2:6; 1 Pete 1:14-16).

Personal Notes

