BARRIERS TO PURSUING YOUR DREAM

Everybody dreams but not everybody pursues their dream. There is no single reason why people do not pursue their dreams. However we can identify some barriers that hinder people from pursuing their dreams.

Some people pursue their dreams and they enrich the world in the process. Others die with their dreams in them and enrich the cemetery.
There are ideas that have the potential to create paradigm shifts that were never pursued and penned, songs that could have brought perpetual comfort that were never composed, theories that could alter the balance of power that were never proposed and investigated. All these are part of dreams that were never pursued. But why?

STRANGLED BY INSIDIOUS SIN

Proverbs 5:22; 14:34; Judges 13:5; 16:1,4,21-31; 2 Samuel 13:1-33; 1 Kings 11:1-14; Nehemiah 13:26
Sin is one of the main reasons why many people can not pursue their dreams. Many have been strangled by insidious sin as the scripture says that “the sinner is held by the cords of his iniquity” (Proverbs 5:22). Righteousness exalts a nation but sin will always be a reproach, a path to degradation and demotion (Proverbs 14:34).
Their strength and passion are wasted in the wilderness of waywardness and worldliness. As a result they have no strength or passion left to pursue their dreams.

Their minds have been crippled by corruption and dulled by defilement. There is therefore no more creative and inspirational sparks that add a dynamic dimension to their dreams. Their dreams lie flat and dead.

Defile and distracted, seduced and subdued, Samson could not pursue his dream of being a liberating judge of Israel. The potential conqueror became a pathetic captive (Judges 13:5; 16:1,4,21-31).

Amnon’s time was spent developing strategy for defilement rather than establishing a path to greatness (2 Samuel 13:1-33).
Solomon’s life was spent building a personal harem rather than establishing a perpetual heritage (1 Kings 11:1-14; Nehemiah 13:26).

SATISFACTION WITH INCONSEQUENTIAL SUCCESS

Exodus 19:4,5; Deuteronomy 7:6; 1 Peter 2:5-9; 1 Samuel 8:1-19; Philippians 3:13,14; Judges 6:1-14; 2 Kings 2:1-15
Many people do not realise that success is a journey and not a destination, that the process is more important than the end, that what we become along the way is more important than what we achieve at the end.

This defective understanding of success always makes people to rest on their oars, sit on their crowns and therefore crush them. It makes people to be satisfied with the status quo. Those not satisfied with the status quo like Gideon and Elisha passionately pursue their dreams (Judges 6:1-14; 2 Kings 2:1-15).
Satisfaction with the status quo kills the hunger and drive for greatness. It drains the passion to pursue any dream. It makes us settle for mediocrity. It anchors us to the shoreline of the mundane.

When God is calling us to peculiarity and royalty, we will rather want to be ordinary like other people (Exodus 19:4,5; Deuteronomy 7:6; 1 Peter 2:5-9; 1 Samuel 8:1-19).
SEARCHING FOR IDEAL SITUATIONS

Ecclesiastes 11:4-6; Proverbs 22:13; 26:13-17; Judges 15:14-16; Matthew 14:15-21; 15:32-36; Exodus 4:2-5,17,20; 2 Samuel 23:20-22; 1 Samuel 14:6; Judges 7:7-25
Life does not always present us with an ideal situation in which to pursue our dreams. The scripture tells us that “He that observes the wind shall not sow and he who regards the clouds shall not reap” (Ecclesiastes 11:4).
There will always be contrary winds, unfavourable weather, confusing crossroads, nay sayers. However we can still pursue our dreams inspite of these.

Those who are waiting for ideal situations before they will pursue their dream will never pursue any dreams because ideal situations don’t exist.

Insufficient capital, incomplete information, inadequate infrastructure are possible but unacceptable excuses for not pursuing a dream.
Even if the jawbone of an ass is all you possess for a weapon, you can still win the victory (Judges 15:14-16). You can still hold a conference in the wilderness under rough conditions (Matthew 14:15-21; 15:32-36). You can still be an achiever despite impairment of speech as Moses showed. With his shepherd’s rod he changed the balance of power (Exodus 4:2-5,17,20; 7:9-12,22-29,33; 8:5,6,16-17; 9:23; 10:13; 14:16; 17:5-9; Numbers 20:11).
Skill and resourcefulness can compensate for lack of an ideal situation (2 Samuel 23:20-22; 1 Samuel 14:6; Judges 7:7-25).
In 1939 Hewlett and Packard started their company with US $538 cash in a rented garage in Palo Alto, California. Hargreaves and Lansdown started their company in a spare bedroom and with a part time secretary.
SHACKING FROM INEVITABLE SACRIFICES

Proverbs 21:25; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23; Genesis 31:38-42; Nehemiah 4:21,23; Mark 10:28-30
The slothful man desires to be wealthy but his hands refuse to labour. The diligent become rich because they put in the needed effort (Proverbs 21:25).
Great dreams are not easily achieved and attained without great sacrifices. Many do not pursue their dreams because they are not ready to pay the price of achievement.

Sacrifices are inevitable and indispensable in the achievement of great dreams. To shack from sacrifices and yet expect the fulfilment of the dream is to live in fool’s paradise. It is tantamount to wanting to reap where we have not sown or bestowed labour (Luke 19:21; John 4:37,38).
Although the grace of God was primary yet Paul said he laboured more abundantly than they all. No wonder his ministry prospered (1 Corinthians 15:10; 2 Corinthians 11:23).
Consider the sacrifices made by Jacob, Nehemiah and his people, etc. (Genesis 31:38-42; Nehemiah 4:21,23; Mark 10:28-30).
