ARISE, GO UP TO BETHEL

Genesis 31:13; 35:1-7
Beth is the Hebrew word for house – Bethlehem – house of bread; Bethaven – house of nothing; Bethesda – house of mercy; etc.

El is the singular version of the uniplural noun Elohim meaning the strong ones. Bethel signifies BETH-EL – the house of God.

God’s command to Jacob to arise and go up to Bethel is significant. God identified Himself as the God of Bethel. We should stand in awe of God more than the magnificent cathedral. Bethel is important, but the God of Bethel is much more important.
May God cause us to return to Him and then make our way back to Bethel the place of divine appointment and blessing.
FILTHINESS AND CROOKEDNESS

Genesis 25:28-34; 27:1-36; Romans 3:10-23; Isaiah 59:1-4; 64:6; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19-21
The message “Arise, go up to Bethel” can only be meaningful when we understand the background to it. Jacob had started life as a supplanter just as his name indicates. He tripped his brother Esau twice. Once he took away his birthright and then in crafty collaboration with his mother stole Esau’s blessing (Genesis 25:28-34; 27:1-36).
Craftiness, subtilty, crookedness, supplanting are all words that could rightly have been applied to Jacob (Genesis 27:35,36).

Lest we label Jacob as the greatest sinner, we are no different for ALL have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:10-23; Isaiah 59:1-4; 64:6; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19-21).

FLIGHT AND CONVERSION

Genesis 27:41-46; 28:10-22; Acts 9:1-15; 2:38; Jonah 1:1-17; 1 John 1:6-10; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 1:12-17; 
Esau planned to kill Jacob as soon as their father Isaac dies (Genesis 27:41). Rebecca heard it and planned an escape for Jacob (Genesis 27:42-46).

Jacob ran to Padanaram to live with his maternal uncle Laban. It was to be a meeting of two tricksters but Laban turned out to be a godless, callous, oppressive master trickster (Genesis 28:2,5; 29:18-28; 31:38-42,24,29).

It was during Jacob’s runaway journey that he first came to Bethel. God appeared to him to comfort and protect him, to promise to bless him when his pillows were made of stone (Genesis 28:10-22). This was Jacob’s first encounter with God, a sort of conversion. He committed his life to serve God (Genesis 28:16-22).
FORGETFULNESS AND COMPROMISE

Genesis 28:10,20-22; 31:1-5,9,13; 32:4-10; 33:17-20; 35:2-4; 1 Samuel 15:1-25; Deuteronomy 8:4-18; 
Jacob got to Padanaram safely, he settled and in the process of time was prospered by God. He got to Padanaram an unsung zero, he left a celebrated hero. He arrived at Padanaram an impoverished refugee, he came back home a prospered prince (Genesis 28:10; 31:1,9; 32:4-10).
However, despite God’s faithfulness to His promise, Jacob forgot his own promises – no tithe, no building for God. He was engrossed in living for himself (Genesis 28:20-22).

When your pillows were made of stone, your way was hard and rough, you promised to serve God if He will help you. God has helped you. Have you not forgotten your vows?

God came to Jacob to remind him of his vows. God told him to go back to Bethel to fulfil them (Genesis 31:3-5,13).

Jacob left Padanaram but went to settle in Shechem instead of Bethel. Partial obedience is no obedience (1 Samuel 15:1-25). He built a beautiful altar with a glorious name “EleloheIsrael – God is the God of Israel”. It was a self-engineered altar to soothe his conscience. It was a compromise (Genesis 33:17-20). Despite the altar, Jacob’s household was full of compromise – idolatry, immoral dressing, etc. (Genesis 35:2-4).
Outward show of religion can never compensate for inner compromise and spiritual decay.

FAITHFULNESS AND COMMITMENT

Genesis 33:18-20; 31:13; 35:1-7; Psalm 23:6; 48:14; 1 Corinthians 4:1,2; 2 Corinthians 4:1,2; 1 Peter 5:1-5
God was not impressed with Jacob’s self-styled worship and the spectacular name of his altar. God came to Jacob again to tell him the second time: “Arise, go up to Bethel” (Genesis 35:1). He is not the God of Shechem but the God of Bethel. He is not impressed with your altar in Shechem, He wants one at Bethel (Genesis 33:18-20; 31:13; 35:1-7).
Jacob was sincere with himself and made no excuses. He cleaned up his life and household and went up to Bethel (Genesis 35:1-7). Bethel is not meant to be a place for tourist vacation but a place of permanent dwelling (Genesis 35:1; Psalm 23:6).
Jacob renewed and extended his consecration (cf. Genesis 28:18 with 35:15). He renewed and deepened his understanding as he renamed Bethel to mean El-Bethel (Genesis 35:7).

God is calling us to renewed commitment, an extended consecration, a deepened understanding – “Arise, go up to Bethel”,  the place of divine encounter and promise, the place of divine manifestation and glory, the place of heavenly help and assistance, the place of divine assurance and blessing (Hosea 12:2-5).

